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3 of 3 review helpful Just couldn t quite get it By Elaine Ricks I felt very detached from the main characters and I 
wonder if that was the author s intention since Lou and Maytree were sort of by their own choice set apart By the end 
of the book I did find myself caring about them somewhat The author s writing style was quite enigmatic and had my 
husband a prosaic though very learned fellow reading me Toby Maytree first sees Lou Bigelow on her bicycle in 
postwar Provincetown Massachusetts Her laughter and loveliness catch his breath Maytree is a Provincetown native an 
educated poet of thirty As he courts Lou just out of college her stillness draws him Hands off he hides his serious 
wooing and idly shows her his poems In spare elegant prose Dillard traces the Maytrees decades of loving and longing 
They live cheaply among the nonconformist artis From Publishers Weekly David Rasche s reading of Annie Dillard s 
lovely new novel is the epitome of serene He appropriately treats this tale of love lost and regained with calm attention 
and stillness However the combination of his deliberate and thoughtful r 
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