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18 of 19 review helpful A big mistake By Peggy Vincent Richard and Sara Everton move from a sophisticated life in 
San Francisco to an old adobe house in super rural Mexico where on some harebrained idea they think they can make 
a go of it by re opening a copper mine abandoned by Richard s grandfather It s an idyllic dream and there are many 
good moments But from the very opening of the book we re told Richard will die Winner of the nbsp National Book 
Award for First Work of Fiction A very good novel indeed with echoes of Gabriel Garc iacute a M aacute rquez 
Katherine Anne Porter and even Graham Greene The New York Times Richard and Sara Everton just over and just 
under forty have come to the small Mexican village of Ibarra to reopen a copper mine abandoned by Richard rsquo s 
grandfather fifty years before They have mortgaged sold borrowe A novel of genuine power and intelligence written in 
an arresting style amply imbued with atmosphere and meaning The Washington Post Doerr is a marvelous writer Her 
observations are clear sighted her writing spare but graceful and she creates 
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