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commentary by a passionate fan Astonish Me (Vintage Contemporaries): 

1 of 1 review helpful A beautifully written book By Susan I loved every page of this book The quality of the writing 
lured me in as much as the story did Ballet made an interesting backdrop to the story because it demands perfection 
from its participants as the characters demanded perfection from themselves and each other It came as no surprise that 
perfection is an unachievable though admirable goal Yet the search For years Joan has been trying to forget her past to 
find peace and satisfaction in her role as wife and mother Few in her drowsy California suburb know her thrilling 
history as a young American ballerina in Paris she fell into a doomed passionate romance with Soviet dance superstar 
Arslan Rusakov After playing a leading role in his celebrated defection Joan bowed out of the spotlight for good 
heartbroken by Arslan and humbled by her own modest career nbsp com An Best Book of the Month April 2014 ldquo 
Etonnez moi astonish me rdquo was the great ballet impresario Serge Diaghilev rsquo s command to his collaborators 
and dancers and it rsquo s just what this insistent subtle novel did 
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