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0 of 0 review helpful Surprisingly Bleak By Ava Lynn Gulls and Diviner are the standouts in this collection As in all 
collections there are a few stories that are excellent a few that fall flat and many more that span the range 
Unfortunately Gulls and Diviner are the last stories in this volume following up several surprisingly bleak stories The 
weak links here are Godforsaken Idaho Pocket Dog and Winner of the 2014 PEN Robert W Bingham Prize for Debut 
Fiction Shortlisted for the William Saroyan International Prize for WritingNamed ldquo Outstanding 2013 Collection 
rdquo by The Story PrizePushcart Prize Winner In this stunning debut Shawn Vestal transports us to the afterlife the 
rugged Northwest and the early days of Mormonism From ldquo The First Several Hundred Years Following My 
Death rdquo an absurd profound visio com A Q A with Shawn Vestal and Jess Walter Shawn Vestal has worked for 
many years as a journalist and editor at The Spokesman in Spokane His stories have appeared in McSweeney s and 
Tin H 
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