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3 of 3 review helpful A Sad Story But Real and Authentic By Cathryn Conroy Anita Diamant has an extraordinary 
ability to breathe life into a remote time period Exhibit A is The Red Tent and The Last Days of Dogtown is a close 
runner up Dogtown was a real community on Cape Ann Massachusetts populated by the downtrodden in 1800s society 
widows orphans freed slaves spinsters drunks whores a witch or two and ldquo An excellent novel A lovely and 
moving portrait of society rsquo s outcasts hellip affirms the essential humanity of its poor and stubborn residents for 
whom each day of survival is a victory rdquo The New York Times Book Review Set on the high ground at the heart 
of Cape Ann the village of Dogtown is peopled by widows orphans spinsters scoundrels whores free Africans and 
ldquo witches rdquo Among the inhabitants of this hamlet are Bl From Publishers Weekly Fans of Diamant s The Red 
Tent who were disappointed by her sophomore effort Good Harbor will be happy to find her back on historical turf in 
her latest set in early 1800s Massachusetts Inspired by the settlement of Dogto 
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