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8 of 8 review helpful JESUS OF HAMTRAMCK By Tom This collection of short stories is startling in it s ability to 
capture what life is like in Southeastern Michigan Especially if you have any fondness for or familiarity with the 
working class Detroit suburbs or Polish American culture I just read Tomato Watch and I wasn t able to sleep until I 
wrote this review It s not just the ethnic angle Slezak also captures t A first collection of interconnected stories by an 
award winning writer with a distinctive voice and an unerring sense of place The stories in this affecting debut 
collection are populated by the sober self effacing members of Detroit s Polish Catholic working class Linked by place 
and characters the stories create a world that feels both familiar and strange where religion is a way of life and 
traditions are carried down through the generations com In her collection Last Year s Jesus Ellen Slezak seems to take 
an almost defiant interest in her bleak hometown of Detroit Her stories are peopled by marginal folks a widow who 
runs a junk shop an 11 year old girl often left at home alone a ma 
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